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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad you’re 
here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late 

Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where parents can 
tend to little ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an 
usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are 

available at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 

communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament here.  
As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, “This is my 
blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at 

the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second to dip 
the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to commune 
but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or 
assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, 
quietly ask the pastor. 
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14TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 11, 8:30 & 11 A.M. 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise,” Jeffrey Blersch 

Asking God’s Forgiveness 
 

Stand 
 

Joined to Christ Jesus in the waters of Holy Baptism, we are clothed with 
God’s promise of forgiveness and life.  Let us put this gift to use and prepare 
to meet our Lord.  We pray. 
 
We give you thanks, O God. 

In the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters. 

By your Word you created the world. 

You called forth life in which you took delight. 

Forgive us, merciful Lord. 

We have failed to delight you.  Our sinful habits injure the world.  We 
neglect your Word and dishonor your Spirit.  We fail to thank you as we 
should, with heart, soul, strength, and mind.  Forgive us, merciful Lord. 
 

As water is poured into the font –  

 

We praise you, O God.  You delivered Noah and his family through the waters 
of the flood. 

You led Israel through the sea, from slavery to freedom. 

To redeem the world, your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. 

You have made us your children in Christ through Word and water. 

Restore us, gracious Father.  Fill us in this hour with the power of your Holy 
Spirit, so that we will sing your praise, trust your Word, receive our Savior 
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Christ with glad and cheerful hearts, and walk with him by faith through the 
days which lie ahead. 

Restore us, gracious Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

As a pastor of the church and at Christ’s command, I tell you that your sins 
are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 

Opening Hymn “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise,” #834 

Greeting  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Gloria  

 



 5 

 
 

GOD’S WORD 
 

Today’s Prayer 
Let us pray. O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to 
yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, 
that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that 
sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.   
 
Sit 

From the Old Testament Exodus 32:7-14 

7The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought 
up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to 
turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for 
themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and 
said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked 
they are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them 
and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 
  11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your 
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wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of 
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians 
say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the 
mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your 
fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 
13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to 
them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like 
the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your 
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the LORD changed his 
mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 
 The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

From the Book of Psalms 51:1-2, 5-10 

Cantor/Choir sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 

 

 
Cantor/Choir sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me | from my sin. 
  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your 
        judgment. Refrain 
 
5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
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  that the body you have broken | may rejoice. 
9Hide your face | from my sins, 
  and blot out | all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spir- | it within me. Refrain 
 

From a New Testament letter 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, 
because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even 
though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But 
I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of 
our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for 
that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ 
might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who 
would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 

 

Thanking God for the Word of Christ (#865 stanza 1) 
 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
To his feet your tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Evermore his praises sing. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King! 

 

From one of the four Gospels Luke 15:1-10 

 The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 15th chapter of St. Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen 

to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
  3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep 
and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and 
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go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it 
on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls together 
his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 
my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who 
need no repentance. 
  8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does 
not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds 
it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, 
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I 
tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pr. Bridger 

Stand 
 

Hymn for Today “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound,” #779 

Confessing our Faith  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
 

  



 9 

Offering our Prayers 
 

After each portion of the prayers 
 

Lord in your mercy. . . 
. . . hear our prayer. 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
 

Sit 

Gathering Gifts “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound,”  

Charles Callahan 
Stand 

The Gifts are Presented “We Give Thee But Thine Own,” 
#686 stanzas 1,2 

We give thee but thine own, 
Whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
As stewards true receive, 
And gladly, as thou blesses us, 
To thee our firstfruits give. 

 
Let us pray.  God of mercy and grace, 
You adorn our lives with neighbors to love, bread to share, and good news 
to tell.  Help us embrace our work with joy, and use what we have gathered 
to glorify your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:  

 

 

Prayer of Consecration 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God. . . . now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Sit; To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside cover. 
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Communion Songs 

 

 
 
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 
“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” 

#789 
#484 

Stand 

Post Communion Blessing and Prayer 
We thank you, Almighty God, for knitting us together in the one body of Jesus 
Christ, your Son. By the power of the Holy Spirit, fill us with such faith that 
our thanks will blossom in steadfast service to our neighbors and joyful 
witness to the world: through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  
 

ON OUR WAY 

A Final Word and Promise 
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A Song “Chief of Sinners Though I Be,”#609 

 

A Mission 
  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us,” Victor Labenske 

 
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019 
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Bridger 

Presiding Minister  – Pastor Burce 

Assisting Ministers – Carl Herhuth (8:30); Peggy Schauer (11) 

Lectors – David Kukelhan (8:30); James Quayle (11) 

Communion Assistants – Kent Skurkey, Scott Straffen, Lee Vysoky (8:30);  
Ray Ling, Wendy Ling, James Quayle (11) 

Acolytes – Gavin Jennings (8:30); Grace Kandrach, Eleanor Schauer (11) 

Cantors – Brad Paton (8:30) 

Organist – Connie Triplett 

Greeter – Brenda Carpenter (8:30) 

Deacons – Joe Frantz, Trist Kvasnicka (8:30); Katie Norman, Mark Schauer (11) 

Ushers – Ed Kus, Greg Prohaska, Gregory Prohaska (8:30;  
Julia Ellerbruch, Dana Quayle, Craig Stinard (11) 

Nursery – Jodi Norris, Kayle Norris (11) 

Altar Guild – Maria Geier, Allison Paton, Diane Paton 

Trustee – Craig Stinard 
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 
+ Our work and mission at Messiah 

+ The people of the Bahamas and other places left battered by hurricane 
Dorian 

+ For the Fairview City Schools as they begin the fall semester and the new 
school year 

+ Give thanks for Halynn Rebecca born to Matthew and Mandy Gill 

+ Children preparing for First Communion on Reformation Sunday 

+ Seeking healing and hope: Elenor Davis, Becky Eicher, Joyce Fry,Judy 
Gahl, Janet Geiling, Robert Koback, Cheryl Kucera, Signe Mortensen, Ken 
Negray, Jacob Ressler, Jean Uhle 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 

In memory of Raymond and Marabelle Keine by Nancy and Richard Cause 
 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Sept. 16—CYPRIAN OF CARTHAGE, d. 258, a bishop and martyr renowned for his 
care of the church under persecution. 
 
Sept. 18—DAG HAMMARSKJOLD, d. 1961, a Swedish diplomat and U.N. General 
Secretary, renowned for the way his faith in Christ shaped and informed his 
public life. 
 
Sept. 20—NELSON WELEY TROUT, d. 1996, the first African American to serve as 
a bishop in the American Lutheran Church, a predecessor of the ELCA.   
 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Amos 8:4-7, Psalm 113, 1 Timothy 2:1-7, Luke 16:1-13 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine 

services. 
  



 15 

  



 16 

 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator – Darlene Waugh 
Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 

 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

